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Joomla! 3
in 10 Easy Steps

The new Joomla! 3.x series is mobile ready and comes with a complete new user interface. The book
covers the standard term support release Joomla! 3.0

Learn in 10 easy steps to install, configure, and maintain your Joomla! website
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1. What 1s Joomla?

Joomla is a free system for creating websites. It is an open source project, which, like most open
source projects, is constantly in motion. It has been extremely successful for seven years now and is
popular with millions of users worldwide.

The word Joomla is a derivative of the word Jumla from the African language Swahili and means "all
together".
The project Joomla is the result of a heated discussion between the Mambo Foundation, which was
founded in August 2005, and its then-development team. Joomla is a development of the successful
system Mambo. Joomla is used all over the world for simple homepages and for complex corporate
websites as well. It 1s easy to install, easy to manage and very reliable.
The Joomla team has organized and reorganized itself throughout the last seven years to better meet the

user demands.

VERSION STRATEGY

Joomla versions are either standard term or long term supported (STS and LTS). A standard term
supported release is good for 7 months, a long term release for 22 months. Every 6 months a new STS
will be released
You can recognize a long term release by the .5 in the version.

 Joomla 2.5 is the actual long term support release and will be replaced by Joomla 3.5 in September

2013

e Joomla 3.0 is the actual standard term support release and will be replaced by Joomla 3.1 in March
2013

+ Joomla 3.1 will be the next standard term supported release from March 2013 to September 2013
+ Joomla 3.5 will be the next standard term supported release from September 2013 to March 2015

Long term releases are the proposed path for productive websites.
Standard term releases are a kind of playground for site builders and developers and if you start to build

a website from scratch the proposed entry point (Figure I).
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Figure 1: Joomla Release Cycle 2011-2014 (by Pawel Borowicz)

WHICH VERSION OF JOOMLA IS THIS BOOK ABOUT?

This book covers the standard term release Joomla 3.0 released in September 2012.

DO I HAVE TO UPGRADE MY OLD SITE?

Usually there are three different possibilities:

1. If your website is still in the LTS Joomla 1.5 branch, then it might be a good idea to upgrade it to the
LTS Joomla 2.5 or start from scratch with the fresh STS Joomla 3 and follow the upgrades in the 3.x
series up to LTS Joomla 3.5.

2. If your website is already made with LTS Joomla 2.5 then there is no need to upgrade now. There
will be a defined upgrade path to the next LTS Joomla 3.5 in September 2013.

3. If you start to build a website now then it’s a good idea to start with the STS Joomla 3.0.

WHAT'S NEW IN JOOMLA 3.0?

There are many improvements behind the scenes.
The most significant changes for site builders and users are:

+ Joomla goes mobile with new responsive templates. Your Joomla website will be displayed nicely on
every mobile device browser (Figure 2).

Joomla has a new user interface

« Joomla uses the JavaScript library jQuery
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+ The web installer is easier and only a 3 steps procedure
« Language packages can be installed directly from the extension manager (Figure 3)

« Smart Search, which was introduced with Joomla 2.5 got many improvements

« TinyMCE WYSIWYG Editor comes in a newer version (3.5.6)

CcOCoate

Home
Home
Main Menu
Login Form
1 (7]
[ 7]

Remember Me

Fugure 2: Jfoomla! on a mobile device
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Joomla3® System~ Users~ Menus v Content v Components v Extensions v Help v

7 Joomlal Install Accredited Language Translations

L install C'Find languages T PurgeCache  Q Options @ Help

Instal

U Q| X
pdate
Manage Name ¥ Version Type Details URL D
S:;;e Arabic Unitag 3.0.02 package http://update joomla.org/language/details3/ar-AA_detailsxml 3
Warnings Danish 3001 package http://update joomla.org/language/details3/da-DK_detalls.xml 4
| install languagos |
e French 3.0.0.1 package http://update joomia.org/language/details3/fr-FR_detailsxml 1
Hebrew 3.0.0.1 package http://update joomia.org/language/details3/he-IL_details.xmi 2
Spanish 3.0.0.1 package http//update joomia.orgllanguage/detailsd/es-ES_detalsxml 5
Tamil 3.0.01 package http://update joomia.org/language/details3/ta-IN_details.xmi 6
Thai 3.0.0.1 package http://update joomia.org/language/details3/th-TH_details.xml 7
Ukrainian 3.0.0.1 package http://update joomla.org/language/details3/uk-UA_detailsxmi 8

Figure 3: Language Packages

Some technical changes are not that visible but more than useful and appreciated

« Saving blank articles allowed

 Joomla is coming with a PostgreSQL Driver. You will be able to run Joomla 3.0 sites using the
PostgreSQL database.

With the PHP Memcached Driver Joomla performance can be accelerated

Use of another library (JFeed) for feed management rather than SimplePie

« Continued clean up of older unused code, files and database fields and tables and improved
standardization of tables.

« Extensive work on code style standardisation and consistency

Unit testing in the CMS

Updated system tests in the CMS

and many more

WHAT CAN YOU DO WITHJOOMLA?

All kinds of dynamic websites can be created with Joomla. These websites consists of web pages
containing content such as text, images, video and audio. The pages changes or customizes themselves
frequently and automatically, based on certain criteria. Take the frontpage as an example. Usually it
displays the newest articles automatically on top.

As all the sites in the world wide web are based on the same principles websites can be roughly divided in
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Blogs (web logs)
A blog is a discussion or informational site consisting of articles (posts, blog entries). The most recent
articles appears first.

Example: http://wwwjoomlablogger.net/

LOG IN | ADVERTISE | SUBSCRIBE | CONTACT | DISCUSSIONS | E-BOOK STORE N & n & oo ﬂm
- jm@M MBLOGG ER Hi, my name is Kristoffer Sandven, and | want to help you \
\ J B become successful with Joomia!™. Please don't hesitate to -
\ Fol' a“ you joomla!" addids out 'here comment or suggest a topic for me to explore. More
HOME  JOOMLATUTORIALS JOOMLATIPS JOOMLANEWS VIDEOS SEO ABOUT QUICK LOOK ([searcn | x

INSTAGRAM USER? USE THE IMAGES IN JOOMLA, TOD

W RECENT COMMENTS p ot
If you're like me, you have an iPhone or other type of smartphone.
And chances are that you also use Instagram - that nifty, little app Kim_MeredithSmith Very nice update and have more
to capture, manipulate and share images. Now, you can combine features..
the forces of Instagram and Joomla by using the Instagram Joossla 2.5.5 sieased - 4 duys ago

servers to h images.
7S to host your images Kim_MeredithSmith This is the great work you have

Instalmages is a new extension for Joomia that gives you a whole done that to have mobile features in Joomla extension..
new way using images on your Joomla web site. Snap a photo Edit itern Mobile Joomla goes Pro: Interview * 1 week ago

with your smartphone, and instantly use the image in your Joomia
content without even uploading.

Kim_MeredithSmith Thanks for sharing the useful and
informative post..

And then there was 2.56... - 1 week ago

Read .
ead more. l Payday Loans Itis great to have Mobile Joomia is the

most popular mobile solution listed on the Joomia

OPTIMIZING YOUR JOOMLA SITE FOR SPEED Extension Direcory.

Edit item Mobdile Joomia goes Pro: Interview - 2 weeks ago

sburm Great article. Speed is definitely important as you
say - people stick around when they can start reading
quickly. And | noticed this site's content load really fast and

The speed at which your site loads is very important. Firstly, a fast l
loading site will have your readers stick around longer. If they are
| served content fast, it is more tempting to click on another link to

Figure 4: joomlabloggernet
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Brand building sites

A site with the purpose of creating an experience of a brand online. These sites usually do not sell
anything, but focus on building the brand.

Example: http://www.ihop.com/

soro | f » & | CHEEEE X

IHO

| Locamions | GIFTCARDS |  WHATSHAPPENINGY | ABOUTUSY
W‘j{'TAN,

Welcome to breakfast time
all the time.

Show your #BreakfastLove by
making your own video
and you could win

breakfast for a year! @

learmn more »

Figure 5: thop.com
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Brochure websites

A brochure website include information about a company and its products and services through text,
photos, animations, audio/video and interactive menus and navigation.

Example: http://wwwsolesolutions.no/

S O L E The water heating component company

HOME COMPANY VALUES PRODUCTS EVENTS CONTACT S =
Tubes Heat exchangers Tube bending & endforming Nozzles Valves

Laser welded tubes from
our own plant in LDX
steel. Including inline
bright annealing.

Modern production Innovations Latest events

new web site:
=By =5 Solesolutions.no

e

\sz o ~~ Sole AS launching a
J

il
J

oA A EIVE

Figure 6: solesolutions.no
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Celebnity sites
Disclaimer: the definiton of a celibrity can be complicate )
A website whose information revolves around a celebrity. This sites can be official or fan made.

Example: http://www.deep-purple.com/

Hm]smdv|'romnnu PmmtulvlhusleySpweIlmzleGlIComz‘mﬂly Shop

Deep Purple are in the studio with Bob Ezrine working on a new album. There is no set release date as of yet. Stay tuned!

10/28/12
Moscow at Olimpiiski
Arena

10/30/12

Krasnoddr at Archa

1nevi2
Jon Lord s Kiey dt Palace of Sports
Our beloved is now happening Nov
Jon passed Amsterdam on Dec 4 ha

away on this Deep Purple will be playin, Subscribe: W | &

Dallas, TX
— April 16,
2012. North
American
syndicated
rock radio show InTheStudio: The
Stories Behind History’s Greatest Rock Due to an overwhelming
@ those email

have losta
dear friend,
a brother
and a

wonderful Bands takes a'l

musician. Maching Head album. which,...

Figure 7: deep-purple.com
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Communily sites

A site where persons with similar interests communicate with each other.

Example: http://www.starvmax.com/community

September 17, 2012

VVMAX

Events Extras Vendors
v M ff For Busine

Brock Davidson

Friends:

GEERy

Brock Davidson DW Holeshot , fxstein
< m " o, Performance a a
3 - n ~ 3 3 <

Show: All abc def ghi jkI mno pqr stu vwx yz Others

sjgieson
)

2 0 triends Send message &, Add as friend

A Brankas
—4
RJ 2 0 friends Send message (3, Add as friend

Fgure 8: staromax.com/community
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Electronic commerce sites
A site offering goods and services for online sale and enabling online transactions for such sales.

Example: http://regalosdecocina.com/
flE3d

REGALOS /. COCINA Ul

QUIENES SOMOS | NOVEDADES | PRENSA | BLOG | "EZCESTA | LOGIN |

Categorias

Utensilios de cocina
Menaje

Barbacoa

Carros y cestas de compra
Marcas

Nifios

Pequefio electrodoméstico
Picnic

Termos y Petacas

Textil cocina

Vino y Cocktails

o © 0 0 © © - ©® o 0 0 @0 ° 00 90 O 0 0 o
Y también en la cocina e @ ¢ @ * © © © 0 0 0 0 ° ® o 00 0 o L

Y para decorar tu mesa . e ©® ® ® 0 & o & ¢+ ® 00 0 ° ® O 0o o o

Atencién al cliente

a6
Si tienes alguna duda,

consulta o sugerencia,
contactacnos

a1 598 KR N3

Figure 9: regalosdecocina.com
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Forum websites

A site where people discuss various topics.

Example: http://www.sol.dk/debat/kategorier

Hvad seger du?

krak © GEEEED - s ©
[onie | ot | o | don | | Cpator | Gorn | o | sty | ermorm | i | g | |

Forside » Debat » Alle kategorier

Bller/Bade/Motorcykler
Biler

Bade

Motorcykler
Selvbygger

Veteranbiler

Computer & Internet

EiLike 1.5«

G4 til kategori || send

Sidste svar. okvonse 3

Sidste svar. Hvad

Sidste svar: Halog

Sidste svar: Mang

Sidste svar: How old

Computertilbehor

Fri debat: Computer/Internet
Hjzelp til din computer
Hjzlp til hjemmesiden

Spil - Macintosh

Netikette - online opfersel
@Spil pa nettet

Spil - PC

Programmer

Familie & Samliv

Abort

Figure 10: www.sol.dk/debat/kategorier
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Sidste svar: Fr

Sidste svar: problem

Sidste svar: uo:
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Sidstoe svar: mi

Sidste svar: Hanlp
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Gallery websites
A website designed specifically for use as a Gallery, these may be an art gallery or photo gallery and
of commercial or non-commercial nature.

Example: http://www.mb-photography.com/

»PROFILE CONTACT PDF

start slideshow
< 06/17 >

. )
melinda borbely sARCHITECTURE ~~COMMERCIAL ~LOVES ~PORTRAIT ~WEDDING 7
PHOTOGRAPHY Fzgure

11: www.mb-photography.com
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Government sites
More than 3,000 government websites around the world are built with Joomla.

Examples: http://joomlagov.info/

#JoomlaGov Sites Explore

OORIC e Map data €2012 MapLink, Tele Atias - Terms of Use

Figure 12: joomlagov.info
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News sites

Similar to an information site, but dedicated to dispensing news, politics, and commentary.
Example: http://www.aa.com.tr/

1.7990 102.0830 ANKARA | BUC

Son Haberler > Bir akrebin kendisini sokmasi

m ANADOLU A]A NSI ’OOgI/ n .FE;. A ABONE GIRIS! | ) SELECT LANGUAGE ¥

Terminal I

ANADOLY AJANSY Anasayfa Gindem Haber Turu Spor Fotograf Video &

Merkel'den

s . M . P
Tirkiye'ye ovgi
Almanya Bagbakani Merkel,
Tirkiye'nin Suriye'den gelen miilteciler
igin yaptiklarinin takdire gayan
oldugunu sdyledi.

Resepsiyon iptal edildi

Meclis'te, 1 Ekim Pazartesi glin( yapilacak olan yeni yasama yili resepsiyonu iptal
edildl.

GUndn Fotografi
f & in

Savas muhabirligi egitimi baglad:

Anadolu Ajansi lie Polis Akademisi BagkanligI'nin ortaklaga dUzenledigi ikinci
donem "Savag Muhabirligi Sertifika Programi” egitimieri bagladi.

Figure 13: www.aa.com.tr/
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Personal websutes
Websites about an individual or a small group (such as a family) that contains information or any
content that the individual wishes to include.

Example: http://wwwilnono.it/it/

sinapsl - librog + perFORMAT - studl + idee digitall -

s e n] ¢ [ [0 < CE—
G@e 0 e
ool

o e g1 atcst e oo (24 533 probablimente benvenute

I‘I i Tinono & un luogo di discussione e confronto. £ latto virtude equivalente alfinvitare (quasi) chiunque a
senkagy casa mia per quatito chiacohiere. II quasi & perché gli argomenti non sono qudsiasi e 1 fivello delle
risata me_diatica o discussioni ¢ un passo sopra quello pill alfo. L'obieftivo & quello di riconoscere i problemi, descriverli,
casereccia andlizzarli, trovare delle soluzioni e attuarle, il tutto con tutta Iironia di cui sei capace. Ma niente luoghi

in che occasione ti sei fatto le o0 i iente sterili borbotti, niente argomenti inutii o meglio: nessun argomento verra trattato in

% i ?

risate pil Lclle modo inufile. Per capire meglio puoi procedere leggendo lintroduzione, le regole per i commenti o
EEOE L muoverti a caso tra i vari confenuti per avere unidea dellimpostazione. (Probabilmente) buona
ad uno spettacolo I

= navigazionel

.........................
e et censigiati da finone (molts, ma meits, ma meveit...)

1 Voti » Vai al sondaggio »

rimanenti

gua si parla g

nefarchia new media vs
old media g 1995 ou media vs

collaborare é meglio che competere. sempre.

new media
JL7, T Se sei appassionato di arte contemporanea, vieni a GLOBA ¢ unambientazione liberfaria di
égmgﬁsj‘!ful‘?gﬂggg visifare la mia mostra virtude (virtudle?!?) fantasia: un mondo che ha coinciso perfettamente

Figure 14: hwww.ilnono.ut

600,000,000 WEBSITES

Did you ever ask yourself How Many Websites Are There in 20127 There are a lot, but nobody

knows the exact answer to that question.

As you may have noticed, most of the example sites are not the big fishes in the world wide web but they
fulfil the needs of their creators and their clients. This does not mean, that Joomla is only useful for
smaller websites, it just means that most of the websites are made with limited resources on time and
budget and for that reason people often build them with open source systems like Joomla, WordPress and
Drupal.

Bigger websites like Facebook, Flickr, YouTube, Google, Apple, or Microsoft are usually not using one
open source content management system for their websites. These companies usually have thousands of
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developers that create often hundred of websites by selecting and combining all the ideas and solutions
available on the market. It is usually not about the technique, it’s more about business models and ideas.

AMATEURS VERSUS PROFESSIONALS

The above listed websites are created by people that I want to divide in amateurs and professionals.

« Amateurs are trying to get around. They usually do not want to know one’s stuff, they are happy if
succeeded.

« Professionals try to get to the ground of what they are doing to be able to provide solutions which can
be optimized over time. They try to transfer knowledge to strengthen others and build their business
around the topic.

For Joomla it doesn’t matter whether you are an amateur or a professional. Both can deal with

Joomla and often amateurs become professionals over time and professionals start to get more involved
to make Joomla CMS and Framework better and better.
Time for the first and the last advice in this book!

Ignore people talking about what you have to do. Focus on moving toward what you like to do
instead

WHAT ARE THE COMMON PARTS IN ALL THESE WEBSITES?

Even if the listed example websites are all very different, they have a few things in common:
« they are displaying content (text, images, video, audio)

« they have individual designs, layouts and colors. Individual doesn’t mean perfect or tasteful or artistic.
It just means “individual” :)

visitors can interact in some ways with the site. Sometimes they have to create a user account in
advance

the common static words are available in different languages, sometimes the content too.

JOOMLA IS THE GLUE

All these websites are based on the ideas of their creators and the almost endless possibilities of the
Joomla Content Management System. In this book, I want to cover the common parts of all these
websites. You'll be able to create a quite nice looking website on your own after you have read the next 9
chapters. And it’s up to you, whether you do it in the amateur or in the professional way :)
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2. Download and Install Joomla

Panic .... where and what to download? Where to install? Why installing? What do I install?
In order to install Joomla! on your local PC, it is necessary to set up your "own internet", for which you'll
need a browser, a web server, a PHP environment and as well a Joomla supported database system. We
call this a solution stack and a client server system.
A solution stack is a set of software subsystems or components to make a fully functional Joomla website
possible.
The solution stack we need consists of

« the operating system (Linux, Windows, OSX)
« the web server (Apache, IIS)

« the database (MySQL, PostgreSQL)

« the script language (PHP)

You can build a solution stack on your own machine at home or you can buy or rent it from a hosting
company in different “flavours”. The specific requirements for Joomla 3.x are described in Zable 1.

Software Minimum
PHP 5.3.1 +
MySQL (InnoDB support required) 5.1+
Apache (with mod_mysql, mod_xml, 2x+)

and mod_zlib
Microsoft 1IS 7

Table 1: Requirements for Joomla 3.x
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Since this issue is the same for all PHP-based systems, I would like to refer you to the chapter
installation variants of PHP-based systems

If the solution stack is up and running, we call the result a server. The server can be your local
computer or any other computer. All the visitors and users of the website are using a browser on their
computer to access your Joomla site. We call them clients.

The “classic” LAMP stack looks like in Figure 1.

Web Server / Apache
REQUEST & -

Browser / Firefox

RESPONSE

INTERNET

>

OS Server | Linux_———

LAMP Architecture »
e Linux -0S =
* Apache - Web R
* PRP - Script DB Server / MySQL

CLIENT %SERVER

Figure 1: LAMP solution stack (graphic Wikipedia®)
THE JOOMLA WEB INSTALLER

Thanks to the web installer, Joomla! can be installed in only a few minutes.
The Joomla! files will be copied to the public document root folder and configured with the Joomla! web

! http://cocoate.com/node/6540

2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LAMP_%28software_bundle%29
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installer.

Download Joomla! 3 from joomla.org® and unpack the files into your public document root folder of the
web server (e.g.: /htdocs).

From now on, everything is going really fast because the Joomla! web installer is working for you. Go to
URL hutp://localhost/ .

STUMBLING BLOCKS

This topic is very complex because there is a vast number of providers and an even greater number
of installed web server, PHP, MySQL versions and web space management tools. Crunch points during
the installation often consist of:

« an activated PHP Safe Mode, preventing you to upload files,

« 'forbidden' rewrite paths with the Apache web server because the so-called Apache Rewrite Engine
(mod_rewrite) is not activated,

« the directory permissions on Linux and OSX, which are set differently than in Windows.
Basically, the easiest way that almost always works is the following:

« Download the current file package from Joomla.org to your home PC and unzip everything into a
temporary directory.

+ Load the unpacked files via FTP onto your rented server or to the directory of your local installation.
The files must be installed in the public directory. These directories are usually called htdocs,
public_html or html. If there are already other installations in that directory, you can specify a
subdirectory in which your Joomla files should be installed. Many web hosts allow you to link your

rented domain name to a directory.

« You have to find out the name of your database. In most cases, one or more databases are included in
your web hosting package. Sometimes, the names of the user, database and password are already
given; sometimes you have to set them up first. Usually you can do this in a browser-based
configuration interface. You will need the database access information for Joomla!'s web installer.

PRE-INSTALLATION CHECK

The pre installation check helps you to verify whether your server environment is suitable for the
installation of Joomla!. It appears with a selection of languages. As long as you see a red marker, your
solution stack is not configured in a proper way and the installer refuses to install Joomla. Depending on
your configuration, there can be differences. The Joomla! Installer considers the configuration settings of
the web server (in our case Apache), PHP, and the operating system. When using Unix-like Systems

3 http://www.joomla.org/download.html
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(Linux, Mac OS X), you have to pay attention to file permissions*. This is particularly important for the
file configuration.php. This file will be generated at the end of the installation with your personal values.
If the installer can not write in the folder, Joomla! can not be created. In this case, configure the rights
and then click the button repeat check.

4 Joomlal

Joomla!® is free software released under the GNU General Public License.

Select Language | English (United States) - S Check Again

Pre-Installatio Axaans (South Africa) Recommended settings:
Arabic Unitag(ss sal 4y al)
Azerbaycanca (Azerbaycan)

If any of these items is no pase take These settings are recommended for PHP in order to ensure full

actions to correct them. | Benapycxan (Benapycs) compatibility with Joomia.
You cannot install Joomla Bulgarian (Ebarapcky) lirements.  However, Joomla! will still operate if your settings do not quite match
the recommended configuration.
PHP Version >= 53,1 | Dengall (Bangladesh) [Yes
Bosanski (Bosnia) Directive Recommended Actual
Magic Quotes GPC Off Catal [ No |
atalen Safe Mode
Register Globals Off .  Yos | = o
Kurdish Sorani (s3.55) Display Errors m m
Zlib COMPression SUPPO aanh (Pranh raniiniint  Yes | s
File Upload:
XML Support [ Yes | ot on] On)
Magic Quotes Runtime
Database Support:  Yos | gic Qu untl ot ot
(mysql, mysqli, pdo, postgresql, sqlite) Output Buffering m m
MB Language is Default  Yos | Session Auto Start o] ot
MB String Overload Off  Yes | Native ZIP support On | (On |
INI Parser Support  Yes |
JSON Support  Yos |
configuration.php Writeable  Yes |

Figure 2: Pre Installation Check
STEP 1 — CONFIGURATION

In the main configuration window you have to describe your site and the administrator user.
Furthermore, there is a switch to decide whether your site will be immediately visible for visitors (online)
or if it will display a maintenance page (offline). This configuration setting is useful when you install
Joomla directly in your live hosting environment (Figure 3).

* http://cocoate.com/node/3232
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Configuration -} Database <)) Overview

Select Language English (United Kingdom) ¥ m

Main Configuration

Site Name * Joomla3 Admin Email * hagen@cocoate.com

Enter the name of your Joomla! site. Enter your email address. This will be the
email address of the Web site Super

Description Example website Administrator.

Admin Username * hagen

You may change the default username
Enter a description of the overall Web site admin.

that is to be used by search engines.
Generally, a maximum of 20 words is
optimal.

Admin Password *  seees

Set the password for your Super
Administrator account and confirm it in the
field below.

Confirm Admin ~ esees
Password *

Site Offline m Yes

Set the site frontend offline when installation is completed. The site can be set online later on through the Global
Configuration.

Figure 3: Installer - Main Configuration
STEP 2 — DATABASE

You can use various database servers with Joomla and you have to decide which database server you
want to use and you need to enter your database parameters (Figure 4). In your local server environment
you can create any number of databases.

In the MAMP package and in Ubuntu Linux, you have a MySQL user with the name root. The user
root is the MySQL administrator and can, therefore, do everything in your MySQL system. The
password depends on your server environment (no password is needed with XAMPP®, with MAMP® the
password is 700t too).

When you are in a live hosting environment these parameters will be given to you by your provider.

> http://www.apachefriends.org/

% http://www.mamp.info/
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Configuration Database Overview

Database Configuration Sakevons

Database Type * MySQLi -
This is probably “MySQLI"
Host Name * localhost

This is usually "localhost"

Username * root

Either something as “root" or a username given by the host

Password

For site security using a password for the database account is mandatory

Database Name * i3
Some hosts allow only a certain DB name per site. Use table prefix in this case for distinct Joomla! sites.
Table Prefix * qm3k1
Choose a table prefix or use the randomly generated. Ideally, three or four characters long, contain only

alphanumeric characters, and MUST end in an underscore. Make sure that the prefix chosen is not used by other
tables.

Old Database Remove

Process *
Any existing backup tables from former Joomla! installations will be replaced

Figure 4: Installer — Database Configuration

Enter the following values into your local installation:
 computer name: localhost
e user name: root

« password: [only you know that]

Now select the database name. In a productive environment on a database server with a provider,
you probably have a fixed quota of databases and the database credentials are predefined. If you have
root permission on your database server, you can enter a name of a new database. Joomla! will then
create that database. You can select whether the tables of any existing Joomla! installation in this
database should be cleared or saved and marked with the prefix bak_. The table prefix is really practical.
In front of each table name generated by the web installer, it writes the text that you typed in the
appropriate field. As a default, the web installer suggests a randomly created one, like w02r_ . This has a
simple reason. Sometimes you may only be able to get one MySQL database from your provider. If you
want to run two or more Joomla! sites, you have a problem, as the tables do not differ from each other.
With the table prefix it is possible to distinguish several tables (w01client_ or w02client ). Here, you should
use the default w02rh_ . The prefix is also used to indicate saved data (bak_), see above.
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STEP 3 — FINALISATION
In the third step, Joomla summarizes the configuration settings and asks if you want to install sample
data (Figure 4).

@ Configuration () Database () Overview

Finalisation « Previous [EERNEET

Install Sample Data @ None
Blog English (GB) Sample Data
Brochure English (GB) Sample Data
Default English (GB) Sample Data
Learn Joomla English (GB) Sample Data
Test English (GB) Sample Data

Installing sample data is strongly recommended for beginners.
This will install sample content that is included in the Joomla! installation package.

Overview

Email Configuration “ Yes

Select to email below configuration settings to after installation.

Main Configuration Database Configuration

Site Name Joomia3 Database Type mysqli
Description Example website Host Name localhost

Site Offline [No | Username root

Password

Admin Email Database Name i3

Admin Username [ hagen | Table Prefix qm3k1

Admin Password Old Database Process
Pre-Installation Check Recommended settings:

PHP Version >= 5.3.1 [ Yes | These settings are recommended for PHP in order to ensure full

compatibility with Joomla.

Magic Quotes GPC Off = However, Joomla! will still operate if your settings do not quite match
Register Globals Off m the recommended configuration.

Zlib Compression Support m Directive Recommended Actual
XML Support =2 Safe Mode ot o}
Database Support: m Display Errors m m
(mysql, mysqli, pdo, postgresal, sqlite) File Uploads m m
pciLangusgols Defat o Magic Quotes Runtime o | o]
MB String Overload Off =2 Output Buftering foa] Pou|
e Gesencupport (v Session Auto Start  on] ot
JSON Support &= Native ZIP support On | [On]
configuration.php Writeable m

Figure 4: Finalisation
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In former versions of Joomla it was only possible to install ONE set of sample data. With Joomla 3 it
1s possible to choose of several sample data sets. The “sample data system” can be used to configure a
predefined site layout and example content for a weblog (Figure 9), a brochure site (Figure 6), a “Learn
Joomla” site with a Joomla tutorial inside (Figure 7) and the default site (Figure 8).

Search...

Joomla 3

Main Menu

About
Home

Older Posts

Welcome to your blog e 2 * Welcome to your blog
Written by Joomla ¢ About your home page

. * Your Template
This is a sample blog posting.

* Your Modules
If you log in to the site (the Author Login link is on the bottom of this page) you will be able to edit it and all of the other

existing articles. You will also be able to create a new article.

As you add and modify articles you will see how your site changes and also how you can customise it in various ways.

Go ahead, you can't break it. Blog Roll
* Joomla! Community
About your home page X e Joomla! Leadership Blog

Written by Joomia

Your home page is set to display the four most recent articles from the blog category in a column. Then there are links to
the 4 articles before those. You can change those numbers by editing the content options settings in the blog tab in your

site administrator. There is a link to your site administrator in the top menu. Most Read Posts

If you want to have your blog post broken into two parts, an introduction and then a full length separate page, use the ® About your home page
Read More button to insert a break. ® Welcome to your blog
¢ Your Modules
9 Read more: About your home page o Your Template

Fagure 5: Weblog
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Joomla 3
m About Us News Contact Us

Side Module

This is a module where you
might want to add some more
information or an image, a link
to your social media presence,
or whatever makes sense for
your site.

You can edit this module in the

. . module manager. Look for th
Creating Your Site - SdoModde,

Written by Joomla

Joomia! is all about allowing you to create a site that matches your vision. The possibilities are limitless; this sample site
will just get you started.

There are a few things you should know to get you started.

Every Joomla! Web site has two parts: the Site (which is what your site visitors see) and the Administrator (which is
where you will want to do a lot of the site management). You need 1o log in to the Administrator separately. There is a a8 o ) o
link to the administrator on the top menu that you will see when you log in. o

You can edit articles in the Site by clicking on the edit icon. You can create a new article by clicking on the Create Article Remember Me

link in the top menu. m

To do other things, like edit the contact form, edit the modules or change the site name you need to log in to the
administrator, Create an account ¥

Some quick tips for working in the Administrator

Figure 6: Brochure Website

Joomla 3
m Sample Sites Joomla.org

About Joomla!

Getting Started

Using Joomla!

The Joomla! Project
The Joomla! Community

Joomla! This Site
Congratulations! You have a Joomla site! Joomla makes it easy to build a website just the way you want it and keep it Home
simple to update and maintain. Site Map
Joomla is a flexible and powerful platform, whether you are building a small site for yourself or a huge site with hundreds Login

Sample Sites

of thousands of visitors. Joomla is open source, which means you can make it work just the way you want it to.
Site Administrator

The content in this installation of Joomla has been designed to give you an in depth tour of Joomla's features. Example Pages
Beginners Upgraders Professionals
If this is your first Joomla! site or your  If you are an experienced Joomla! Joomla! 3 continues development of
first web site, you have come to the user, this Joomla site will seem very the Joomla Platform and CMS as a in Form
right place. Joomla will help you get familiar but also very different. The powerful and flexible way to bring 9
your website up and running quickly biggest change is the new your vision of the web to reality. With r'y - Nar [}
and easily. administrator interface and the the new administrator interface and
. adoption of responsive design. adoption of Twitter Bootstrap, the . R

ff &  Password
Start off using your st by logging in 1o 3¢ ot other improvements have  abilty to controlits look and the ~
using the administrator account you )

been made. management of extensions is now Remember Me

created when you installed Joomia.

o [ Login |
. - Login
¥ Read more: Beginners ¥ Read more: Professionals

Create an account ¥

Figure 7: Learn foomla
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Latest Article
o Getting Started
Login Form
1 L]
Getting Started a P
Remember Me

It's easy to get started creating your website. Knowing some of the basics will help.

What is a Content Management System? m

A content management system is software that allows you to create and manage webpages easily by separating the Create an account ¥

creation of your content from the mechanics required to present it on the web.

In this site, the content is stored in a database. The look and feel are created by a template. The Joomial software brings
together the template and the content to create web pages

Site and Administrator

Your site actually has two separate sites. The site (also called the front end) is what visitors to your site will see. The
administrator (also called the back end) is only used by people managing your site. You can access the administrator by
clicking the *Site Administrator* link on the *User Menu® menu (visible once you login) or by adding /administrator to the
end of your domain name.

Figure 8: Default

Depending on your needs and your knowledge, you should try the different sample data sets.
Unfortunately it’s not possible to switch between the different sample data sets after the installation is
finished.

It’s also possible to install Joomla without any sample data. The “empty Joomla” is a good start for your
website if you already know how to use Joomla.

I'm choosing a naked Joomla without any sample data as a base for the next chapters.

You’ll be able to understand and follow the chapters without of the pre-installed sample data.

So choose the sample data you want to use and click the Install button. Joomla creates the database and
configures the site for you (Figure 9).

Congratulations! Joomla! is now installed.

@ Site & Administrator

Administration Login Details Joomla! in your own language?
Email [ v Visit the Joomlal Community Site for language packs downloads.
Usermame |
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Figure 9: Joomla! 1s now nstalled

For security reasons, it’s necessary to remove the installation folder by clicking the Remove wnstallation
Jolder button. After the removal of the installation folder it is possible to view the site and to enter the
administration area (/administrator). In my case the site looks like in Figure 10.

Joomla 3
Home Main Menu

Home

Login Form

3 (]
] L]
Remember Me

© Joomla 3 2012 Back to top

Figure 10: Joomla Website without sample data

The Joomla control panel can be accessed by pointing to

http://your domain.tld/administrator

A login screen appears with the possibility to choose a preferred language (Figure 11) and after a

successful login you’ll see the administration area (Figure 12).

A Joomlal

®  English (United Kingdom)
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Figure 11: Login Screen

Joomla 3 & System v Users + Menus v Content + Components v Extensions v Help ~

7 Joomlal’ Control Panel

Super User Administrator @ 2012-09-21

Global Configuration

System Information
Clear Cache
Global Check-in

Install Extensions

Figure 12: Control Panel
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3. Joomla 1n your language

So far, your site and the control panel are available in British English only. This is Joomla’s basic
language. The language selection in the installer is just for the installation process.
As many of the Joomla installations are in countries that speak other languages than English, this topic is

very important.

THE LANGUAGE MANAGER
In this first step we want to configure Joomla in your preferred language. That means, our Joomla
site won’t be available in several languages, just in the one chosen language.

The Language Manager (Extensions — Language Manager) the topic is divided into four displays:

1. Installed - Site

A list of installed languages on the website. You can set one language as default and activate and
deactivate other languages (Figure 1)

Jooma3Z System~ Users~v Menus v Content + Components v Extensions v Help ~

7 Joomlal Language Manager: Installed Languadiieadit

Default &L Install Language Q& Options © Help Module Manager

Languag

Plug-in Manager
Template Manager
Installed - Num Language Tag lersion Date Author  Author Email

Administrator

1 English (United Kingdom) en-GB Site 3.0.0 2008-03-15 Joomla! admin@joomla.org
Project

Content

Overrides

Figure 1: Site language
2. Installed - Admanistrator

A list of installed languages on the control panel. You can set one language as default and activate
and deactivate other languages (Figure 2)
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Joomla3® System~v Users~v Menus v Content v Components v Extensions v Help v hagen v

7 Joomlal Language Manager: Installed Languages

Defauit £ Install Language § Options © Help

Installed - Site Language
Num Languag, Tag Location Default Version Date Author  Author Email
Content 1 English (United Kingdom) en-GB Administrator 3.0.0 2008-03-15 Joomla! admin@joomla.org
Project

Overrides

Fagure 2: Control Panel Language
3. Content

Here you can set e.g. a site name, metadata options, the language code for each language version

(Figure 3).

Joomla 3 &
* Joomlal’: Language Manager: Edit Content Language

v Save &Close = =+ Save&New € Close @ Help

Details Metadata Options Site Name ‘

‘ Record ID: 1

Title English (UK)
Title Native * English (UK)
URL Language Code * en
Image Prefix * en

Fgure 3: Language paramelers for a single language
4. Overrides

You can override the standard language strings. This i1s a very useful feature if you need to change
only a few words.
The Joomla language system stores sentences like “Please login to view the article” in variables like
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COM_CONTENT_ERROR_LOGIN_TO_VIEW_ARTICLE. If you are not happy with that
sentence you can override it (Figure 4). It is possible to search for text strings.

Joomla 3 &
Joomlal’ Language Manager: Edit Override
v Save &Close =+ Save&New € Cancel @ Help

Create a New Override

e Language Constant *
ERROR_LOGIN_TO_VIEW_ARTICLE

e Text

login to view the article

e Language

English (United Kingdom) [en-GB]
¢ Location

Site
e File

/Users/hagengraf/Documents/htdoc

Figure 4: Language Overrides
INSTALL A NEW LANGUAGE

Click the Install Language button in the language manager and Joomla sends you to Extensions —
Extension Manager — Install Languages. If you are there for the first ime you should see all the available
language packages. Choose your desired language and click the install button. (Figure 5).
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Joomla3®Z System~v Usersv Menus v Content v Components v Extensions v Help v

4 Joomlal’  Install Accredited Language Translations

L Install C' Find languages T Purge Cache § Options © Help

Install
QR X
Update
Manage Name ¥ Version Type Details URL ID
Discover
Arabic Unita 3.002 ackage http//update joomla.orgflanguage/details3/ar-AA_details.xml 3
Database 9 packag p://update. gflanguag i i
Warnings Danish 3.0.0.1 package http://update.joomla org/language/details3/da-DK_details.xml 4
Install languages
French 3.0.0.1 package http://update.joomla.org/language/details3/fr-FR_details.xml 1
Hebrew 3.0.0.1 package http://update.joomla.org/language/details3/he-IL_details. xml 2
Spanish 3.0.0.1 package http://update. joomla.org/language/details3/es-ES_detailsxml 5
Tamil 3.0.0.1 package http://update.joomla.org/language/details3/ta-IN_details.xml 6
Thai 3.0.0.1 package http://update.joomla.org/flanguage/details3/th-TH_details.xml 7
Ukrainian 3.0.0.1 package http://update joomia.org/flanguage/details3/uk-UA_details.xml 8

Figure 5: Avarlable Language Packages

Go back to the language manager (Extensions — Language Manager) and set your language as the
default language for the site and the control panel, deactivate English and you are done

Joomla3E Sistema v Usuarios ¥ Men(s v Contenido ~ Componentes ~ Extensiones v Ayuda v hagen ~

7 Joomlal” Gestor de articulos: Articulos Ayuda para Joornia!

[# Editar ~ ¢ Publicar = € Despublicar Destacado = & Archivar Foro Oficial (Soporte en inglés) Lote
€ Opciones @ Ayuda Foro Oficial (Soporte en espaiiol)
Wiki con documentacién
Categorias Q X Titulo Extensiones para Joomla! ) (20 =
Articul Traducciones para Joomla!
lculos s Estado Titulo ¥ cha ID
destacados Recursos para Joomla!
Portal comunitario
Filt Centro de seguridad
1itro:
Recursos para desarrolladores
- Seleccionare... ~ Tienda de Joomla!

- Seleccionarc... ~

- Seleccionar ... ~

Figure 6: The control panel in Spanish
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A detailed description of a multilingual environment is covered in this chapter’ and this screencast®.
Both are based on Joomla 1.7/2.5 but the general behavior in Joomla 3 is exactly the same.

7 http://cocoate.com/node/10332
8 http://cocoate.com/node/10104
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4. Design, Layout, Colors

The template is one of the most important pieces of a website. It provides the appearance, the
design. It motivates new visitors to stay on your site and explore. Regular visitors and users appreciate
being on a site with a beautiful and useful design. Think of other products, for instance. A car needs a
good engine and tires but one of the most important reasons for buying one is often the design. Even if
the design is not the main reason, it is often a trigger to contemplate the idea of purchasing and may

cause a buyer to consider more tangible reasons. If the design is well-made, people expect the rest to be
well-made, too. (Figure 1, Figure 2)!

Figure 2: Red car (FotoSleuth) '’

9 http://www.flickr.com/photos/bike /201402884

10 http://www.flickr.com/photos/51811543@N08/497863964
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Both of these cars are made for different target groups. They are an example of different approaches
in design.

A FEW DEFINITIONS

I just want to clarify a few terms to sensitize your thinking

What s design?

 The noun design stands for a plan or drawing which shows the function and the lookout of an object,

to accomplish particular goals in a particular environment and to satisfy a set of requirements
« the verb “to design”stands for creating a design, in an environment (where the designer operates)

The term design can be used in

o art ("almost instinctive", "built-in", "natural", and part of "our sense of 'rightness'),

« engineering (product design of a new car)
« production (planning and executing)

« processes (business process modeling)

What 1s page layout?

Page layout is the part of “graphic” design that deals in the arrangement and style treatment of
elements (content) on a page. To speak in Joomla terms, it is the arrangement of Joomla modules and the
components on predefined templates positions.

What are colors?

Color is the visual perceptual property corresponding in humans to the categories called red, green,
blue, and others. Individual colors have a variety of cultural associations such as national colors. There is
great diversity in the use of colors and their associations between cultures and even within the same
culture in different time periods.

HTML colors!! and CSS colors!'? can have 16 million different values. The combination of Red, Green,
and Blue values from 0 to 255, gives more than 16 million different colors (256 x 256 x 256).

Example: BLACK = color HEX #000000 = color RGB rgh(0,0,0)

Several tools like the color scheme designer'® can help you to find the right colors for your website
project (Figure 3).

" hittp://www.w3schools.com/html/html_colors.asp

12 hittp://www.w3schools.com/cssref/css_colors.asp

13 http://colorschemedesigner.com/
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Figure 3: Color Scheme Designer

TEMPLATES

A template involves repeated elements visible to the visitors. Using a template to lay out elements
usually involves less graphic design skill than that which was required to design the template. Templates
are used for minimal modification of background elements and frequent modification (or swapping) of
foreground content.

WEB DESIGN
Web design is somewhat like a handcraft and a broad term covering many different skills and
disciplines that are used in the production and maintenance of websites.

Possessing skills in techniques like HTML, CSS, JavaScript, PHP, image editing and many others is
imperative.

Joomla! is only one more tool in the web designers toolbox.

A good Joomla template is not only about colors and graphics. The shape and positioning of the

content 1s just as important. The website has to be user-friendly and reliable. Exactly this challenge
reminds me of the two cars again.

Web design is still a young profession. A web designer often has to deal with low bandwidth,
incompatible browsers, inexperienced content editors and other people involved in the process of
creating a 'good' website. The creation of a Joomla! website is often a process, in which everyone

involved learns a lot. With Joomla 3, the project introduces the Joomla User Interface library (JUI) with
the Protostar template.

Good web design is hard work! :-)
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After having your site up in the language you prefer, most people start tweaking the colors and want
to upload e.g. a new logo, even if there is no content so far. Joomla comes with preinstalled templates and
so called template styles. A template style is a set of options (color, logo, layout) for a template. The
configuration possibilities are depending on the template. Some template have a huge variety of settings
and some are quite limited.

It is possible to create as many styles as you want and assign them to different pages of your website.

STRUCTURE

Joomla is known for its quality and simplicity. In Joomla a single page is generated by the HT'ML
output of one component, several modules and the template. Each page is accessible via a unique URL.
Take the front page as an example. The content component produces the HI'ML output for the articles
in the middle. This screenshot is based on the Joomla Beez Template (Figure 4). The blocks next to the
articles are different modules. You can combine the HTML output from one component with the
HTML output of any number of modules. Existing modules can also be reused on other pages.

ze Bigger Reset Smaller Search...

2 Joomlal’

Open Source Content Management

About Joomla! Joomla!

Upgraders

Modules

wSTone

{Component

it

Home

Figure 4: Joomla! front page
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POSITIONS

You must know, of course, at which point you can assign modules at all. For this purpose, each
template provides so-called positions. In order to see these positions you have to enable the Preview
Module Positions switch (Extensions — Template Manager — Options). After that, you can access your
website by using the parameter (p=1 (hitp://localhost/index.php’tp=1) or click the Preview link in Extensions
— Templates Manager — Manager (Figure ).

Joomla3® System~ Users~ Menus v Content + Components v Extensions v

Help ~

24 %
Joomlal" Template Manager: Templates Extension Manager
© Options © Help Module Manager
Plug-in Manager /
—
Templates Language Manager
Template
_ v Location  Version Date Author
Filter:
Beez3 Site 250 25 November 2009  Angie Radtke
Site i Det
Oe\aj ° a.radtke@derauftritt.de
and Files
http://www.der-auftritt.de
Protostar & 1.0 4/30/2012 Kyle Ledbetter
Je"a,‘ s / admin@joomla.org
ang ries

Figure 5: Template Manager - Site Templates

You'll see the emphasized module positions with their names (Figure 6).
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Position: position-0 [ Style:
none outline]

A Joomlal

Il’ostwon position-1 [ Style: none outh've[l

IPos tion: banner [ Style: xhtml outl: "ve[l

IPos tion: position-8 [ Style: xhtml out mei Position: position-3 [ Style: xhtml outline) | Position: position-7 [ Style: well outline)
H Main Menu
Home

[Position: position-2 [ Styte: none outiine]

Position: position-7 [ Style: well outline] I

Login Form
2 (]
] (]

Remember Me

Create an account ¥

Position: footer [ Style: none outline) p Reserved.
Joomlal'is Free fware relea under the GNU General Public License.

© Joomla 3 2012 Back to top

| Position: debug | Style: none outline] I

Fagure 6: Module positions - Protostar template
In Extensions — Module Manager you can assign one of these positions to each module. If you need the

module at different positions, you may also copy it.

CORE TEMPLATES

Joomla! core comes with two site templates and two administrator templates. You can see a preview
in Extensions — Template Manager — Tab Templates. You can filter between Site and Administrator Styles by
choosing the location filter (Figure 6 and Figure 7).
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Joomla3®# System~ Usersv Menus v Content v Components v Extensions v Help

7 Joormlal Template Manager: Templates

& Options @ Help

Styles

Q| X

Template ¥  Location Version Date Author

Filter: Hathor Administrator  2.5.0 May 2010 Andrea Tarr
Details and S
Administrator - File hathor@tarrconsulting.com
= es

No preview http://www.tarrconsulting.com
available for

Administrator

templates

Isis Details Administrator 1.0 3/30/2012 Kyle Ledbetter

and Files

e admin@joomla.org

No preview

available for

Administrator

templates

Figure 7: Template Manager - Admanistrator Templates
STYLES

Styles offers the possibility to create and use different versions of one template. A template has a
minimum of one style. In this style, configurations can be made depending on the template, such as

changing the colors or uploading the header logo. You may set the default style for your site in Extensions
— Template Manager — Styles.

EXAMPLE: AN INDIVIDUAL STYLE

Let’s create an individual style for our website:
« Name: cocoate
o Template Colour: #{38638
e Fluid Layout

You can create additional styles by copying them. For this example I filter for the Protostar template
(Figure 8).
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Joomia3E& System v Users v Menus v Content v Components ~ Extensions v Help ~

" Joomlal" Template Manager: Styles

Make Default = [# Edit X Delete & Options @ Help

.. N\

][R X
Templates
Style Location Template ¥ Default Assigned ID
Filter: @ protostar - Default Site Protostar %4 7
protostar v
Site v

Figure 8 - Duplicate a style

Enter the name for the style and set it default for all languages. If you have a multilingual Joomla
sites you can set different styles for different languages (Figure 9)

v Save &Close [ SaveasCopy €@ Close @ Help

Details Options Menus assignment

Style Name * cocoate #

Template protostar
Site
Default | Al B

Figure 9 - Configuring a template style

In the Options tab you can choose a template and a background color, upload a logo and set the
template either fix or fluid (Figure 10, Figure 11)
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v Save &Close [ SaveasCopy €@ Close @ Help

Details Options Menus assignment

Template Colour #F88638 /
-
Background Colour ' H

Logo Select X
Select #188638

Google Font for Headings No

Google Font Name Open+Sans

Fluid Layout Static m h

Figure 10 - Options tab - Style

Directory

- - cocoate b b B Joormial 5 Jc

banners sampledata cocoate150... joomla_bla. joomla_gre joomla_log... powe

Figure 11 - Uploading a logo

Each style can be (has to be) assigned to a menu item. If you would like a green background on your
site when people click on menu item A, for example, and a blue background when they click on menu

item B, you can assign the corresponding styles. In my case I have only one menu item, because so far,

we have no content on the site. I assign the new style to the Home menu item (Figure 12).
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v Save &Close ) SaveasCopy €@ Close @ Help

Details Options Menus assignment

Menu Selection:

[®] Toggle Selection

Main Menu

@ - Home

Figure 12 - Menu Assigments

After saving the style, the website looks different (Figure 13) and because the Protostar template is fully

responsive, the website is shown perfectly on a mobile device too (Figure 14)

cocoate

Home Main Menu
Home
Login Form
X  UserNa (2}
& Password (2}

Remember Me

© Joomla 3 2012

Figure 13 - The website on a desktop PC

Wednesday, 26 September 2012 Page 48



Joomla! 3 in 10 Easy Steps

coOCoate

Home
Home
Main Menu
Login Form
2 (2}
[~} ©

Remember Me

Figure 14 - The website on a mobile device

EDIT THE TEMPLATE FILES ONLINE

If you know the meaning of the abbreviations mentioned in the headline you can configure the
templates directly. A template in Joomla is the base of a style and consists of various files. It’s possible to
change the central elements of a template online.

If you want to edit the Protostar template you have to access Extensions — Template Manager — “Templates
— Protostar Details and Files and click the link to the file.
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Joomla 3 &

 Joormlal” Template Manager: Customise Template

© Close )Copy @ Help

Protostar

Continuing the space theme (Solarflare from 1.0 and Milkyway from 1.5), Protostar is the Joomla 3.0 site template based on
Bootstrap from Twitter and the launch of the Joomla User Interface library (JUI).

Template Master Files _ Stylesheets _

[# Edit main page template [# Edit css/template.css

[# Edit print view template

Figure 15: Edit Template files online

It’s of course possible to edit the files in an external editor.

The site templates are located in the folder /templates. Each template has it’s own folder. Under the /
templates/systems folder you’ll find the template files to edit the Offline and the Error page template.
The admin templates are located in the folder /administrator/templates.
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5. It’s all about users, permissions,

modules and articles

I know, we still have no content on our site but before we create it, let’s have a look on the user
accounts of our new Joomla website.
When you installed Joomla, you created the Super Administrator account. This user can do anything. It
is nice to be that user but it is dangerous too. You will probably have more than one user account on
your website, e.g. authors who write articles. Let’s build a platform for authors where they can post
articles, upload images without the need to enter the Joomla’s control panel. Follow the example and
you’ll learn a lot about Joomla :)

ABOUT USERS, ROLES AND PERMISSIONS
Before we start, it 1s important to know that

« users are in general able to login on the frontend and/or the control panel just depending on their role

permissions.

« a user account has to be a member of a user group. Instead of assigning these permissions to each user,
they are assigned to a group. The individual user is then assigned to one or more groups. Imagine you
have 10,000 users in four different groups. It's easy for the administrator to change the permissions for
cach of the groups. Without groups, you would have to change every user account manually. However,
when using groups, you only have to change permissions once!

Joomla comes with predefined groups like author and publisher which are easy to understand. An
author is able to create/write something, a publisher has the additional permission to publish content.

 The predefined frontend user groups are: visitors, registered users, authors, editors, publishers

+ The predefined control panel user groups are: manager, administrator, super administrator

EXAMPLE: A WEBSITE WHERE AUTHORS CAN POST ARTICLES

This i1s a very simple workflow but it covers a lot of possibilities that exist in Joomla. I assume that
you have a “naked” Joomla without sample data and the super administrator user account.

The desirable scenario
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« Admin user in control panel:
- activates the admin notification when someone creates a new user account

- creates a user menu for registered users with a link to create an article

 Visitor on website:

registers as a NeEw user

« Admin user in control panel:
receives a notification and assigns the user to the authors group

« Author user on website:
is able to create an article but is not allowed to publish it

« Admin user in control panel:
- recelves a notification that there is new content available
- publishes the article on the frontpage

1. Admanistrator notification email and user menu
Go to Users = User Manager — Options and activate the Notification Mail to Administrators (Figure ).

Joomla 3 &

?* Joomlal'  Global Configuration

v sevacoss @ Caresl | o

Component Mass Mail Permissions

Allow User Registration No n

New User Registration Group | - Registered v

Global Configuration

Banners

Cache Manager
Checkin

Guest User Group - Guest -
Contacts

Articles

Send Password No
Smart Search

Installation Manager

Joomia! Update New User Account Activation | Self -

Language Manager
Media Manager Notification Mail to Administrators m ”

Menus Manager

Messaging Captcha - Use Default - -

Module Manager
Newsfeeds Frontend User Parameters ;40

Plugins Manager

Redirect Frontend Language m Show

Search
Template Manager Change Login Name u Yes
Weblinks Maximum Reset Count 10 v

Figure 1: Notification Mail to Administrators
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Go to Menus — Menu Manager and create a new menu:
« Title: User
e Menu Type: user
 Description: A menu for a user with useful links

Save and close it. You have created a kind of menu container. What’s missing is the links inside the
container and a linked module that displays the new menu at a certain position in the template.
To create and link the module, click on the link Add a module for this menu type (Figure 2)

Joomla3® System~v Users~ Menus v Content v Components v Extensions v Help ~

A °
Joomlal’ Menu Manager: Menus

LT @Edt | XDelete | CRebuid % Options =@ Help

Menu ltems

Title Published Unpublished Trashed Linked Modules DV

Main Menu © 0 0 Modules ¥ 1
(Menu type mainmenu)

User (0] 0 ) 0 Add a module for this 2
(Menu type user) menu type.

Figure 2: Add a module

In the module form you have to add a title (User Menu), the position (Right in the Protostar
template), the access permission (registered users). Don’t forget to save & close it (Figure 3).

Joomia 3 &

7* Joomlal’  Module Manager: Module Menu

v Save &Close  +Save&New € Cancel @ Help

Details Basic Options Advanced Options Menu Assignment

Status Unpublished = Trashed Module Description
Title * User Menu (e ) '
This module displays a menu on the frontend.

Show Title Hide
(sto I brors
Position Right [position-7] *

Access Registered \ -

Ordering v

protostar

Fgure 3: Creating the user menu module
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Now we need the “Create article” link in our menu that should be shown to authors. Go to Menus —

User — new (Figure 4)

Jooma3® System~ Users+~ Menus v Content+ Components v+ Extensions v Help ~

5 Joomlal’ (V[=Tal8] Menu Manager

#Eqt v _ Main Menu W Check In T Trash Home  C Rebuild

H Status Title

Filter:

User X v

Figure 4: Creating a link in the user menu

In the following form you have to enter the name/description of the link (Menu Item Title), select a
Menu Item Type (Figure 5) and restrict the access to registered users. Each Joomla component can
provide Menu Item Types. Our type (create article) is provided by the content component which is a part

of Joomla core.

Contacts

i Articles

Archived Articles Displa

Single Article Display

List All Categories Show

Category Blog Displays article introductions
Category List Displa

Featured Articles Sho

Create Article Crps

Figure 5: Select Menu Item Type
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After you saved and closed the dialog a new menu item should be displayed in the list (Figure 6)

Joomla 3 & System v Users + Menus v Content + Components v Extensions v Help ~

7 Joomlal' Menu Manager: Menu ltems

I edt | v Pubish | @ unpublish | [Checkin T Trash Home CRebuid [WBatch @ Help

Q X Ordering ~ || Ascending v |20 ~
B Status Title Home Access Language ID
Filter: i v Create article (Alias: create-article) % Registered Al 102

Articles » Create Article
User X v

- Select Max Leve... ~

Figure 6: User Menu with the new menu item

Test your work! Login on the frontend with your Super Administrator account. After the login, our
new user menu with the create link appears (Figure 7).

coOcoate

H 0 me Main Menu

Home

User Menu

Login Form

Hi Super User,
Log out

Figure 7: User Menu afier Login
Please log out after the test.

2. Registration as a new user

Now we create a new user account. Please access the website as any other visitor and click the Create
an account link. Fill out the form and click the Register button (Figure 8).
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CcoOcoate

User Registration

Main Menu
* Required field
Name: * Toni Tester
Login Form
Username: * Toni Tester 2 )
Password: * = (2}

Remember Me

Confirm Password: * vese

Email Address: * toni@cocoate.com

Confirm email | toni@cocoate.com|
Address: *

Figure 8: Registration form

If your server stack allows sending emails, a notification email will be send to the email address of
the super administrator account.

Joomla offers a CAPTCHA to prevent spammers. To use it, activate the CAPTCHA plugin under
Extensions — Plugins and select it in the options of the User Manager where you can configure the general

behaviour of the login process too.

3. Assignment of the user to the authors group
Log in with your Administrator account on the control panel, access Users — User Manager and click

on the name of the new user (Zonz Tester). Check the Author group in the Assigned User Groups tab (Figure
9.
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Joomla 3 &

7 Joomlal’ user Manager: Edit User

v Save &Close  + Save&New @ Close @ Help

Account Details Assigned User Groups Basic Settings
Public
|—Guest
|—Manager
|—|—Administrator
|—Registered

™ |—|—Author /

|—|—|—Editor

Figure 9: Assignment of a group to a user

4. Our new author creates an article

Log in with your new user account on the website and click the create article by just adding a title
and a few words and click save (Figure 10).

© Cancel Main Menu
Editor
My first Article
Alias User Menu
B 7 U & | EEFEE | Styks v Paragraph
= i= tE|9 b BY@m
Login Form
Hi Toni Tester,

Path: p

r @ Toggl
3 Article @& Image ) Page Break + Read More loggle editor

Figure 10: Create an article
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The article 1s saved and submitted but the user (you) cannot see it, because it is not published. I
configured this workflow intentionally as in some cases it is desired to have another person to edit the

created content and then publish it.

Of course, it is also possible to skip that and the user to the group Publisher and then the article
would be published immediately.

9. The admin publishes the article on the frontpage

Joomla comes with a messaging system and this system creates a message when new content was
created by a user. Depending on your settings (Components — Messaging — Options) the admin receives that

message by email or via the screen.
The admin has to go to Content — Article Manager and publish it. If the article should appear on the

frontpage, click on featured. (Figure 11, Figure 12).

Joomla3® System~ Users v Menus v Content + Components v Extensions v Help ~

?* Joomlal Article Manager: Articles

m @ Edit =+ Publish € Unpublish Featured @ Archive [ CheckIn T Trash  [W]Batch % Options @ Help

Articles
N Q x Tt S (20 -

Categories

Featured Articles - Status Title ¥ Access Author Language Date ID

My first Article Public Toni Tester All 2012-09-22 1

v
Filter: , \ Category: Uncategorised
- Select Status - v

Figure 11: Publish an Article

cocoate

HO me Main Menu

Written by Toni Tester

Proin nisl mauris, ullamcorper sed vestibulum sed, convallis vel purus. Curabitur ac turpis magna, ut faucibus mi. Nullam User Menu
quis eros eget tellus tristique pulvinar sit amet adipiscing nibh. Morbi nec sapien iaculis sem interdum pellentesque eu ut

leo. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Pellentesque laoreet commodo leo, a egestas lorem iaculis

pulvinar. Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; Aenean urna sem,

vestibulum sit amet tincidunt ac, hendrerit in dui. Mauris congue luctus diam, et scelerisque massa pulvinar nec.

Praesent pretium adipiscing quam, vel dapibus arcu pretium at. Nunc porttitor varius nibh, eu adipiscing libero tempus a.

Cras ultricies mattis bibendum. Sed vulputate leo et augue imperdiet sagittis ut vel nulla. In et purus justo, non iaculis

urna. Donec a lorem lacus, sed vulputate tellus. Login Form

Hi Toni Tester,

Log out

> Read more: My first Article

Home

Figure 12: Featured Article
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Tweaking the process

As we already noticed while following this example, many topics are covered and the configuration is
easily done depending on your needs. There 1s a huge amount of permissions, options and settings to
discover. I’ll provide a few examples in Chapter 8.
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6. Create Content

Creating content is hard! Every piece of content is a story. And a story can be good or not that good
and thus attracting visitors or bore them. Thousands of books on the subject of writing stories have been
published, a lot of people have taught the lore.

I have a relatively easy task to cover just the technical part :)

WHAT IS AN ARTICLE IN JOOMLA?

Technically, an article consists of
» atitle (headline) and an alias (in the url)
« the text (a mixture of text, images, and other media)
« a category where the article belongs to
« an author and an alias for the author
e access permissions
« a language the article is written in
« meta data for search engines and other robots

and a lot of options how, where, to whom and when the article is displayed.
You already wrote an article in the last chapter and this was not complicated. Just a title is necessary, all
the other fields have a default value or are optional.
Let’s go through this list :)

A Tutle
It’s a little, but an important part.

It needs to be crisp and short to attracts readers and it’s handy for you because the title appear in lists
of articles on the website and as lists of articles in the control panel.

the title appears as the page title on top of your browser window and it can contain the site name
too. You can configure this behaviour in
System — Global Settings — Site — SEO settings — Include Site Name in Page Titles

it can appear in the URL of that page (I) and it’s up to you how to setup the URL
System — Global Settings — Site — SEO settings

The Text
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In Joomla, the text of your article contains a part that is displayed in lists (teaser) and the rest of the
article. This rest can be structured by page breaks, so that a long text results in 10 pages each with a table
of content. But step by step :)

When you create an article you will do this with the help of an editor. Joomla uses a rich text editor
(TinyMCE!'"). That means, it is not necessary for you as the author to learn HTML tags. The editor

looks like a text processor window on your PC (e.g. Word, LibreOffice) and it is easy to understand the
icons (Figure 1).

B 7 U 2 = = = = | Styles v Paragraph ~
EE %E 1 ’Z.E l l J; k- j @ wimL
I l L X, Xz Sz

Path: p

Figure 1: Rich text editor

If you hover over an icon with your mouse, there appears a tooltip with the description of the
function the editor performs when the icon is clicked on

Note:

1t is possible to install different editors, for example the Joomla Content Editor' and it is also

possible not to use any editor. Joomla itself comes with two editors and you can configure the
default editor in System — Global Configuration — Site — Default Edutor.

The default settings allow your users to choose between the available editors by themselves in their
user account. You can disable this feature in Users — Users Manager — Options — Frontend User Parameters.

Faste from Word

The worst case of editing happens, when people paste from programs like Microsoft Word. Even if
the situation gets better there is still NO REAL WAY to get the same formats on a website that is based

4 http://www.tinymce.com/

15 http://www.joomlacontenteditor.net/
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on HI'ML by pasting from a text processor like Microsoft Word that is based on binary formats or
complicated XML. The editor offers a “Clean up messy code” icon but it will not clean up logical errors
or differences in the markup. Keep that in mind when you talk to your users :)

Insert Images

At the bottom of the editor window you’ll find a button called images. It offers a dialog to choose
existing images from your inbuilt Joomla image library and it allows you to add images to this library by
uploading them.

« You can manage your library under Content — Media Manager

 You can upload more than one file by enabling the flash uploader (Content — Media Manager — Options
— Enable Flash Uploader)

« Joomla will not resize your images, so be careful with big photos! The best solution: your images have
exactly the size in pixel you want to have them on your site. There are several extensions available for
solving the resize issue and the Twitter Bootstrap framework that 1s used in Joomla 3, is helpful for
responsive images.

After you have inserted an image from the library, you can configure (add attributes to) that image by
clicking the image icon on top of the rich text editor (Figure 2)

B 7 U # |=E = = E | styles v Paragraph ~
= s = E | & h @ v

e 00 Insert/Edit Image

localhost/j3/media/editors/tinymce/jsc

Y]
(7
M
Oc
Q

Insert/Edit Image

Image URL Ilmages/cocoatelscbreut.png

posuere cubilia Curae; Aengan urna sem,
diam, et scelerisque massa pulvinar nec. Image Description I
varius nibh, eu adipiscing libero tempus a Al t Left =
sagittis ut vel nulla. In et purus justo, noff  ~'9"™<" =
- 1 Dimensions X
Path: p » img D D [ 4
| Border ] !
. | editor
(3 Article & Image [y Pag| vertical Space y
—
Horizontal Space
Joomla 3
v x [ @ ()3 Now:22°C .~ Sun:22°C_ .~ Mg

Fagure 2: Using the rich text editor
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References to other articles

The button Article at the bottom of the editor window allows to link from an article to another article
which is quite useful.

Read more

Articles will appear in lists and on an article details page. On lists, the text should be limited to avoid
confusion. With the help of the Read More button below the editor you limit the article text. Set the

cursor in your text where the Read More break should appear and click the Read More button (Figure 3)

B 7 U s | =E = = E | styles

v Paragraph <
! iE-O | G B j (@) wrme

[ x = |2

Proin nisl mauris, ullamcorper sed vestibulum sed, convallis vel purus. Curabitur
CQ CO a te ac turpis magna, ut faucibus mi. Nullam quis eros eget tellus tristique pulvinar sit
amet adipiscing nibh. Morbi nec sapien iaculis sem interdum pellentesque eu ut
leo. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Pellentesque laoreet
commodo leo, a egestas lorem iaculis pulvinar. Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus ordci luctus et ultrices

posuere cubilia Curae; Aenean urna sem, vestibulum sit amet tincidunt ac, hendrerit in dui.

-

N

Mauris congue luctus diam, et scelerisque massa pulvinar ni
pretium at. Nunc porttitor varius nibh, eu adipiscing libero
Path: p

pretium adipiscing quam, vel dapibus arcu
pus a. Cras ultricies mattis bibendum. Sed

7

= .
(3 Article & Image () Page Break ¥ Read More Toggle editor

Figure 3: Read more link
EMBED A YOUTUBE VIDEO

This is not only about YouTube videos but it is a good example for text filters. If you try to embed a
You'Tube video with the typical code

<iframe width="560"

height="315"
src="http://www.youtube.com/embed/rX372ZwXOEM"
frameborder="0" allowfullscreen></iframe>

you notice that it is filtered by the editor and by Joomla. This is not a bug! It’s a feature :)
For security reasons
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Joomla uses so-called text filters (System — Global Configuration — Text Filters) to filter the following tags:
<applet>, <body>, <bgsound>, <base>, <basefont>, <embed>, <frame>, <frameset>, <head>, <himl>, <id>,
<tframe>, <ilayer>, <layer>, <lnk>, <meta>, <name>, <object>, <script>, <style>, <title>, and <xm{>.

TinyMCE filters some tags too: <applet>, <object> and <iframe>
Unfortunately, we need to insert an <iframe> tag to embed videos from YouTube.
So, how can the problem be solved?

One solution could be to trust your authors and create a custom blacklist (System — Global
Configuration — Iext Filters) for the authors group (Figure 4) and then tell TinyMCE the <iframe> is not evil
anymore (Extensions — Plug-in Manager — Editor-TinyMCE — Edit — Basic Options — Prohibited Elements) by
deleting the word iframe in the prohibited elements.

Site System Server Permissions Text Filters
Global Configuration

Text Filter Settings

Banners
These text filter settings will be applied to all text editor fields submitted by users in the selected groups.

Cache M N . ) ; . . .
ache Manager These filtering options give more control over the HTML your content providers submit. You can be as strict or as liberal as you

Checkin and the default settings provide good protection against markup commonly associated with Web site attacks.
Contacts Text Filters
Articles

Filter Groups Filter Type Filter Tags

Smart Search

Installation Manager Public No HTML -
Joomla! Update

Language Manager |—Guest Default Black List v
Media Manager

Menus Manager |—Manager Default Black List v
Messaging
Module Manager |—|—Administrator No Filtering v
Newsfeeds
Plugins Manager |—-Registered No HTML v
Redirect
Search [—|—Author Custom Black List v applet, object
Template Manager X
Users Manager |—I—|—Editor Default Black List -
Weblinks .

[=|—|—|—Publisher Default Black List v

Figure 4: Custom Black Laist for the author group

After you have changed these filter mechanisms, it is possible to copy and paste the embed code into
your article. Keep in mind that you need to switch the editor to the HI'ML view by clicking the HTML
icon. Afterwards, a popup window with the HTML code of the article appears. Now paste the embed
code where the video should appear (Figure ).
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= | Styles v Paragraph  ~
ve s o= |HTML
HTML Source Editor et
localhost/j3/media/editors/tinymce/jscripts/tiny_mce/themes/advanced/source_editor.htm #

HTML Source Editor

PSY - GANGNAM S

Pain:p

[3 Article & Image 1Y Page Break V¥ Read More RO oditor

Y

Figure 5: Inserting the iframe code into the article

Click the update button and you already can see the video inside the editor window. After saving the
article the video will appear on your website (Figure 6).

cocoate

Home Main Menu

Written by Tord Tester

User Menu
Proin nisl mauris, ullamcorper sed vestibulum sed, convalis vel purus. Curabitur ac turpis magna, ut faucibus

COCOQT@ i Mot auis sros age s ristaue puinar it amat acipiscing rion. Morbinc sapien acuis sem
interdum pellentesque eu ut leo. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Pellentesque lacreet
commodo leo, a egestas lorem laculis pulvinar. Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; Aenean
urna sem, vestibulum sit amet tincidunt ac, hendrerit in dui.

Mauris congue luctus diam, et scelerisque massa pulvings nec. pretium adipiscing quam, vel dapibus arcu pretium at. Nunc porttitor varius
nibh, eu adipiscing Ebero tempus a. Cras ultricies mattis bibendum. Sed vulputate leo et augue imperdiet sagittis ut vel nulla. In et purus Login Form
justo, non iaculis urna. Donec a lorem lacus.

sed vulputate tellus. Hi Toni Tester,

PSY - GANGNAM STYL

Figure 6: Inserting the iframe code into the article
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Now you can embed code from several platforms like Twitter, Facebook and Flickr.

Using macros in a text
It 1s possible to use so called macros in your text. A macro is an expression or command that 13

replaced with something different (e.g the embed code of your YouTube video).
Theoretically, we could write in our article text (not in the HI'ML) something like this

[youtube = http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rX372ZwXOEM]
and some magic could replace this with the appropriate embed code

<iframe width="560" height="315" src="http://www.youtube.com/embed/
rX372ZwXOEM [105]" frameborder="0" allowfullscreen></iframe>

The only problem is that this transformation is not a part of the Joomla core package. If you want to

use macros, you need to install additional extensions, mostly so called plug ins.

Content in a module?

When we created an article, we used the content component of Joomla. Another possibility to create
content can be a module.
A module is a content element that can be positioned on your website. A menu, for example, needs a
module to be displayed. The Login box is also a module. You can create as many modules with
predefined functions as you need and position them in the predefined area in the template. Joomla comes
with 24 pre-installed modules. You can see them with descriptions under Extensions — Module Manager —

New (Figure 7).
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Joomla3 @ System~v Users v Menus v+ Content v+ Components v Extensions v Help ~

7 Joomlal’  Module Manager: Modules

X Cancel

Select a Module Type:

Archived Articles This Module shows a list of the calendar months containing Archived Articles. After you...
Articles - Newsflash The Newsflash Module will display a fixed number of articles from a specific category.
Articles - Related Articles This Module displays other Articles that are related to the one currently being viewed....
Articles Categories This module displays a list of categories from one parent category.

Articles Category This module displays a list of articles from one or more categories

Banners The Banner Module displays the active Banners from the Component.

Breadcrumbs This Module displays the Breadcrumbs

Custom HTML This Module allows you to create your own HTML Module using a WYSIWYG editor.

Feed Display This module allows the displaying of a syndicated feed

Footer This module shows the Joomla! copyright information

Language Switcher This module displays a list of available Content Languages (as defined and published in.

Latest News This Module shows a list of the most recently published and current Articles. Some that

Figure 7: Avarlable Modules

It is possible to create a module that contains HTML text like an article (Custom HTML module). And
it 1s also possible to upload e.g. a background image for each module and to publish the module time
based. It is not intended that custom HTML content in modules is created by “normal” authors.

Content creation in modules is more a “Manager” or “Administrator” task. Try out the Custom HTML
module. Create one, add some content and choose a position (Figure 8).
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Joomla 3 &

Ve s .
Joomial" Module Manager: Module Custom HTML
m v Save & Close =+ Save & New © Cancel (7] Help

Details Basic Options Advanced Options Custom output Menu Assignment
Status m Unpublished Trashed Module Description
Title * My HTMU

This Module allows you to create your own HTML Module using a
WYSIWYG editor.

Show Title m Hide
ite Jf Custom HTML
Position Right [position-7] Ko —
Access Public v
Ordering -
Start Publishing <]
Finish Publishing &
Language Al -

Figure 8: Custom HTML module in control panel

You can use the rich text editor and all the features that are available to write, format and enhance

article text. You can even configure on which page the module should appear (tab Menu Assignment) and
when it should appear (time based publishing).

After saving, your custom HTML module appears on your site (Figure 9).
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cocoate

Home Main Menu

Written by Toni Tester

User Menu
Proin nisl mauris, ullamcorper sed vestibulum sed, convallis vel purus. Curabitur ac
COCOQATE 1rs magns. u toucious mi. Nutam auis emscas s isioue cuicar s acer
adipiscing nibh. Morbi nec sapien iaculis
ipsum dolor s amet, aspiscing ot potentesue ioreet ol G LISTOM HTML
Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices posuere
sit amet tincidunt ac, hendrerit in dui
Mauris congue luctus diam, et scelerisque massa pulvinar Login Form
at. Nunc porttitor varius nibh, eu adipiscing libero tempus a. C: Hi Toni Tester,
augue imperdiet sagittis ut vel nulla. In et purus justo, non iac:
PSY - GANGNAM STYLE ummer Stand Live Co
My HTML

Cras vitae metus orc, vitae
soliicitudin magna. Donec id
est sit amet lacus convallis
mattis. Aliquam iaculis
pharetra quam a tristique.
Sed pulvinar luctus neque
non egestas. Cum sociis
natoque penatibus et magnis
dis parturient montes,
nascetur ridiculus mus.
Vestibulum pulvinar lobortis
turpis, ut dapibus ante cursus
Pnasellus pretium quam eget erat consequat sit amet tempor ibero porttitor. In mattis commodo nulla, a molestie non. Maecenas et quam odio.
ante pulvinar eget. Nullam rutrum erat enim, quis eleifend ante. Etiam vehicula, sapien eu placerat iaculis, massa v@iit Nullam consequat ultricies
pelientesque neque, nec euismod erat dolor ut elit? Maecenas pulvinay Suspendisse potenti. Morbi elit eu sodales.

posuere dignissim feugiat. Mauris odio turpis, facilisis et ornare in, sagittis id magna. Sed porta posuere dapibus.
Nam varius urna vel korem volutpat vehiculal In hac habitasse platea dictumst. Mauris sed rutrum dolor. Quisque
facilisis pulvinar elit, nec massa nunc.

Figure 9: Custom HTML module on website

If more than one module is located at the same position it is necessary to bring them into the desired
order. Just drag the modules in the module manager to the desired place (Figure 10).

Joomla3® System~v Users+ Menus v Content + Components v Extensions v Help ~

7 Joomlal' Module Manager: Modules

[# Edit ") Duplicate =~ v Publish @ Unpublish [ Checkin T Trash @] Batch & Options = @ Help

_ Q x Ordering - Ascending - 20 -

Administrator

sV Status Title Position Type Pages Access Language ID
Filter:
Site X v
n T™ position-7 Custom Al Public Al 88
HTML
-Select Status - ~ o [P0 Main Menu position-7 Menu Al Public Al 1
User M position-7 Men Al Registered Al 87
- Select Position- S el [ position-7) u gl
H v Login Form Login Al Public Al 16

- Select Type - v

- Select Access -  ~

Figure 10: Sorting of modules
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/. Display Content

After you managed to create content, you need to think about how displaying it. This sounds simple
but it is quite important. In the last chapter we created an article and featured this article on the
frontpage. Visitors can see the article only by visiting the front page.

THE FRONTPAGE

The standard frontpage (Home) has the menu item type Featured Articles. When you access the
Main Menu in Menus — Menu Manager you probably noticed the little “home” symbol. It means, that
this menu contains the link to the front page (Figure I).

Joomla3® System~ Users~v Menus v Content v+ Components v Extensions v Help ~

54 Joomlo!' Menu Menu Manager

Main Menu #¢ (

m #Edit | v ¥ Check In T Trash Home  C'Rebuid [W Batch @ Help
User
Menus
Y Q X Ordering v || Ascending

< Status Title \Home Access
Filter:

H v Home (Alias: home) Public

Articles » Featured Articles
Main Menu X v

Figure 1: Mamn menu with Home link

You have different configuration options while editing the Home link. The featured articles menu
item type offers leading articles, intro articles, columns and links. To understand how it works, we need a
few articles. For the sake of simplicity in our example, just copy your first article. The copy process is

possible in the Save dialog and in a batch dialog. Select the article you want to copy and click the Batch
icon (Figure 2).
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Batch process the selected articles

If choosing to copy an article, any other actions selected will be applied to the copied
article. Otherwise, all actions are applied to the selected article.

Set Access Level

- Keep original Access Levels -
Set Language

- Keep original Language -
Select Category for Move/Copy

Uncategorised

Copy

+) Move

Figure 2: Copy articles in a batch

If you have more than 4-5 articles (don’t forget to “feature” them), you can try out the different
options. Go to Menus — Main Menu — Home and take a look at the Advanced Options tab. You can see 1
leading article, 3 intro articles in 3 columns (Figure 3).

Joomla 3 &

7 Joomlal’ Menu Manager: Edit Menu ltem

_Em v Save & Close = Save & New SaveasCopy @ Close @ Help

Details Advanced Options Module Assignment for this Menu ltem

Layout Options

Select Categories - All Categories - X

If a field is left blank, global settings will be used.

# Leading Articles 1
# Intro Articles 3
# Columns 3
# Links 0

Figure 3: Layout in Home menu link
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On your front page it appears like in Figure 4.

cocoate

Home

My second Article

Witten by Super User

1 Leading Article

o

In eu diam sit amet metus consequat condimentum nec et orci. Donec vel tincidunt dolor. Sed tempor turpis eu orci fringilla iaculis. Nullam tristique
eros non est scelerisque posuere. Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Pellentesque non
nisi et dolor aliquam gravida quis a ante. Suspendisse potenti. Pellentesque et mauris a massa sagittis gravida mollis eu orci? Curabitur rhoncus

nisi vitae arcu congue id iaculis nulla dictum?

P
9 Read more: My second Article

My third Article %

Written by Super User

Praesent sapien dui, posuere eget tempus

My seventh Article

Wiritten by Super User

Praesent sapien dui, posuere eget tempus

quis, laoreet ac est! Fusce p . | pretium lobortis
turpis non porttitor. Vestibul ° im ante ipsum
primis in faucibus orci luct: 3 I nt ro A rt I CI eS s et ultrices
posuere cubilia Curae; In da pibus arcu eu

purus dignissim dapibus. Pellentesque
habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et
malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Nunc
sagittis volutpat diam, id feugiat erat evismod

eu. Etiam vulputate dui at urna iaculis pretium.

Cras tempus pellentesque purus, non congue
metus iaculis sit amet. Donec tellus sem,
fermentum in venenatis sed, hendrerit eu erat.
Sed volutpat est a dolor ultricies eu
condimentum enim pharetra.

@ Hit

¥ Read more: My third Article

purus dignissim dapibus. Pellentesque
habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et
malesuada fames ac turpis das. Dl

My fourth Article =

Written by Super User

Praesent sapien dui, posuere eget tempus
quis, laoreet ac est! Fusce pretium lobortis
turpis non porttitor. Vestibulum ante ipsum
primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices
posuere cubilia Curae; In dapibus arcu eu
purus dignissim dapibus. Pellentesque
habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et
i s ac turpis egestas. Nunc

sagittis volutpat diam, id fe

eu. Etiam vulputate dui at U 3 CO | u m n S

Cras tempus

diam, id feugiat erat euismod
tate dui at urna iaculis pretium.

metus iaculis sit amet. Donec tellus sem,
fermentum in venenatis sed, hendrerit eu erat.
Sed volutpat est a dolor ultricies eu
condimentum enim pharetra.

@ Hit

¥ Read more: My seventh Article

Figure 4: Default frontpage
CATEGORIES AND MENU LINKS

Joomla offers two possibilities to structure your content: Categories and Menu links. Each article
belongs to one category. Categories can be nested. Menu links can point to articles or categories or they
can point to a set of articles as with the featured articles for the frontpage. This simple and easy

purus, non congue
metus iaculis sit amet. Donec tellus sem,
fermentum in venenatis sed, hendrerit eu erat.
Sed volutpat est a dolor ultricies eu
condimentum enim pharetra.

@ Hit

¥ Read more: My fourth Article

Page 1 0f2

extendible structure offers amazing ways to display content.

As you already know, Joomla’s templates are offering positions. Positions are places where you can

place your content and your navigation elements.

Joomla’s content display system is the arrangement of modules and the components on predefined

templates positions.

Login Form

Hi Toni Tester,

Log out

My HTML

Cras vitae metus orci, vitae sollicitudin
magna. Donec id est sit amet lacus
convallis mattis. Aliquam iaculis
pharetra quam a tristique. Sed
pulvinar luctus neque non egestas.
Cum sociis natoque penatibus et
magnis dis parturient montes,
nascetur ridiculus mus. Vestibulum
pulvinar lobortis turpis, ut dapibus
ante cursus non. Maecenas et quam
odio. Nullam consequat ultricies elit
eu sodales.

Each page can have exactly one component and an unlimited amount of modules.

Categories can be created and managed in Content — Categores.

Menus can be created, managed and filled with links in Menus — Menu Manager (read more about

creating a menu in chapter 5 - It’s all about users, permissions, modules and articles
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A NAVIGATION ON TOP

An empty Joomla page has a “Man Menu™ at position-7 in the default template. We use the Protostar
template and there it is at position-7 in the rght sidebar, but we want to have the main menu on top. To
achieve this goal, go to Extensions — Module Manager — Main Menu and move it to position-1. In the

Advanced Options tab change the Menu Class Suffix to “ nav-pills™ (there's a white space at the beginning!)
(Figure 5).

7 Joomlal' Module Manager: Module Menu

v Save &Close = Save & New ) SaveasCopy @ Close @ Help

Details Basic Options Advanced Options Menu Assignment

Menu Tag ID

Menu Class Suffix nav-pills

Target Position

Figure 5: Menu Class Suffix

It will change the class attribute in the HTML code and when everything is correct, your navigation
should look like in Figure 6.

cOCoate

Written by Toni Tester

Fugure 6: Navigation with Main Menu

Articles in categories can be displayed in “blog style” like on the frontpage or as tables of articles.
Both are highly configurable. You just need to check out a few menu item types.

With these few tools you can create amazing layouts.
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3. Extensions

As we have already seen in the extension manager, the Joomla 3 package comes with many inbuilt
extensions. We already came in touch with a few of them. As a website user, you probably don't care
much about the extension you are using as long as it is working for you. However, as an administrator,
you have to know exactly what is going on. We already looked at several Joomla! extensions like the
content extension, which allows you to write and manage articles as well as publish them in different

ways on the website. The user extension relates to users, the category extension to categories and so on.

In the Components menu, you will see Banners, Contacts, Joomla! Update, Messaging, Newsfeeds,
Redirects, Search, Smart Search and Weblinks. We will have a short look at these components including
related modules and plugins. As the handling 1s exactly the same as in Joomla 2.5, I just summarize the
idea behind the component and link to a detailed description on our website based on Joomla 2.5.

BANNERS

The banner component provides the option to display advertising banners on your site. A banner can
consist of graphics or custom HTML code. Every time your site is accessed, a different banner will be
displayed from your banner collection. You can click on these banners and they are linked to the client's
site. The banner component offers client, category, and banner administration as well as detailed
analyses.
Read a detailed description of the banner component on our website!'® (Joomla 2.5)

CONTACTS

Every website needs a contact form. Sometimes you may need only one, sometimes more of these
forms, depending on the provider of the website. A company website with more than one department
may need to have a contact form for every department. Perhaps you need to have a contact form for
every employee or every user account. All of this can be done by using the Joomla! contact component.

Read a description of the contact component on our website!” (Joomla 2.5) and a how to build such

a contact form!8.

JooMLA UPDATE

16 http://cocoate.com/node/10315

17 http://cocoate.com/node/10316

18 http://cocoate.com/node/10306
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Here you can decide which branch of Joomla the automatic update system is following. You can

choose between long term support, standard term support, testing or fully customized.

MESSAGING

Messaging is an inbuilt private messaging system for backend users and a core component of Joomla.
It allows you to send and receive messages from other users which have the permission to access the
administrator area. The messaging component is very easy to use; however, users often forget the
possibility to configure the component in Components — Messages — My Settings. You can configure
the system to email you every new message, delete them after an amount of days, and you can also lock

your inbox.

NEWSFEEDS

Feeds are very handy. It is possible to subscribe to different kind of news and information.
Unfortunately, even today, often people don't use them for some inexplicable reasons. Thirty years ago,
you had to buy and read a newspaper to get to know the Wews'. Fifteen years ago you opened your
browser and visited one website after another to get the "News". Today, you can still do both, but it's also
possible to use a feed aggregator. Google's reader'® and the dynamic bookmark toolbar of your browser
(e.g. Firefox) are quite popular. The Joomla Newsfeeds component is an aggregator as well. Not so
sophisticated as Google's reader, but also quite useful.

The news feed component allows you to collect feeds from other sites and publish them on your site.

In today's world of social media, everyone probably has dozens of user accounts. Often, videos and
images are stored on youtube.com and flickr.com. In a company, the situation is even more complex.
Imagine how much information is available in newsfeeds about a project like Joomla! or about your
company.

Read a detailed description of the newsfeeds component on our website? (Joomla 2.5)

REDIRECTS

The redirect manager is a wonderful idea. It redirects a visitors to a valid page when they try to
access a page that doesn't exist. It 1s possible that it existed before and was added to the search index of a
search engine, or someone stored it at another website. This problem usually occurs after re-launching a
website.

The redirect component is very convenient. If someone tries to access a path that doesn't exist,
Joomla shows the 404 - not found page and simultaneously creates a new entry in the redirect manager.
That makes the life for administrators easier to check non-working pages.

19 http://www.google.com/reader

20 http://cocoate.com/node/10318
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Read a description of the redirects component on our website?! (Joomla 2.5)

SEARCH

People expect to be able to search content on your website.

Joomla! uses by default a full text search. Full text means that Joomla! searches for all keywords you enter
in the search box directly in the database.

This may sound obvious to most people, but it isn't. Many search engines create first a search index
consisting of words used on your website. During the actual search, the search index is browsed for
matches. These matches are linked to the actual content. The search result page is based on these
matches and links.

Index-based search 1s faster than full text search but the index has to be updated with every website
change, otherwise the new content cannot be found. In order to compensate for the performance
advantage of the index-based search function, Joomla! is highly configurable.

Read a description of the search component on our website?? (Joomla 2.5)

SMART SEARCH

Smart Search was a new feature in Joomla 2.5 and has been getting even better in Joomla 3.
It adds a "smarter" search engine to the Joomla core which is more flexible and faster with auto-

completion and the "did you mean" feature (stemming).

Stemming?

A stemmer for English, for example, should identify the string "cats" (and possibly "catlike",
"catty" etc.) as based on the root "cat", and "stemmer”, "stemming", "stemmed" as based on
"stem". A stemmang algorithm reduces the words "fishing", "fished", "fish", and "fisher" to the

root word, "fish" (Wikipedia®).
The Joomla core package comes with an English stemmer and the so called Snowball Stemmer
(Extensions— Smart Search — Options). The English stemmer works out of the box, the Snowball stemmer

requires the Stem PHP extension and provides support for 14 languages including Danish, German,
English, Spanish, Finnish, French, Hungarian, Italian, Norwegian, Dutch, Portuguese, Romanian,
Russian, and Turkish.

The data need to be indexed in order to get this flexibility and speed.

Read a description of the smart search component on our website (Joomla 2.5)

2l http://cocoate.com/node/10319

22 http://cocoate.com/node/10320

23 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stemming

Wednesday, 26 September 2012 Page 76


http://cocoate.com/node/10319
http://cocoate.com/node/10319
http://cocoate.com/node/10320
http://cocoate.com/node/10320
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stemming
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stemming

Joomla! 3 in 10 Easy Steps

WEBLINKS

With the weblinks component, you can create a link list or a download section for your website. To
do so, Joomla! provides the nested categories system and counts the individual hits on the links. This
component is useful for link catalogs. Add as many web link categories as you need, create as many web
links as you have, then connect both by assigning categories. Add a menu link, choose a layout and
configure the options. Read a description of the weblinks component on our website?* (Joomla 2.5)

THIRD PARTY EXTENSIONS

In the Joomla extensions directory?’you find more than 10,000 extensions to enhance your website
with different features (so far 613 are compatible with the new jJoomla 3 series, Oct. 2012). With the Extension
Manager (Extensions — Extension Manager) you can install, update, discover and manage extensions directly

from your Joomla administration.

MANAGING EXTENSIONS

You can install extensions in three different ways (Figure 1).

Joomia3® System~ Users~v Menus v Content+ Components v Extensions v Help v

D ——
A . . .
Joomlal Extension Manager: Install e

& Options @ Help

Module Manager
Plug-in Manager

Template Manager

Upload Package File Install from Directory Install {
Update Language Manager
Manage X
, Upload Package File
Discover
Database
Warnings Package File Browse...
Install languages
Upload & Install

Figure 1: Installing extensions

» Upload a Package file
If you have downloaded a zip file to your local PC that contains a Joomla extension, you can use this

option to upload and install your extension.

24 http://cocoate.com/node/10385

%5 http://extensions.joomla.org/
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+ Install from Directory
If you have uploaded a zip file containing a Joomla! extension to the document root directory on your
web server, you can use this option to extract and install your extension.

« Install from URL
If you know the URL of a zip file that contains a Joomla extension, you can use this option to
download, extract and install your extension

There are screens for updating, managing (disable, uninstall) and for installing languages.

The discover dialog allows you to check extensions that have not gone through the normal
installation process. Using this feature you can upload extension files directly to your web server using

some other means such as FITP or SFTP and place those extension files into the appropriate directory
and install the extension.

Wednesday, 26 September 2012 Page 78



Joomla! 3 in 10 Easy Steps

9. Social Media and Cloud

Computing

Both buzzwords are tied to each other. Social networks are not really possible without cloud
computing and cloud computing is getting more social :)

SOCIAL MEDIA

Social media offers interactive dialogues and “introduce substantial and pervasive changes to
communication between organizations, communities, and individuals.”
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Figure 1: Social Media
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I'm sure you have a Facebook and a Google account. May be also one at Twitter, Flickr, Pinterest,

Slideshare, LinkedIn, Vimeo and even more. Have a look at this presentation?® to get an idea about these
services.
Facebook offers Facebook pages for companies and individuals, Google offers Google+ pages for
companies and individuals. Slideshows can be embedded via Slideshare, photos via Flickr, videos via
You'Tube and Vimeo) and even tweets from Twitter. These services offer badges which can be integrated
in Joomla with iframes (Read more about embedding iframes in Joomla articles in chapter 6 - Create
Content).

Most of these services are a mixture of social media and cloud based hosting of files. All the
screenshots of these books are stored on Flickr?’.

There are two ways to access your data in these networks. One is the “iframe way” and the other is
the “API way”. An API is a programming interface and several third party Joomla extensions are using
e.g. the Facebook API to implement a Facebook login. The Joomla core contains a plugin called
Authentication - GMail (Extensions — Plug In Manager). It offers the user authentication with a GMail/

Googlemail account.

Generally, I think it is useful to write your content on your website and use social networks to talk
about and link to your content.

26 http://wwwi.slideshare.net/hagengraf/social-media-13278371
27 http://www.lickr.com/photos/hagengraf/sets/72157631559834633
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CLoubD COMPUTING

Cloud computing is the use of computing resources (hardware and software) that are delivered as a
service over the Internet. The name comes from the use of a cloud-shaped symbol as an abstraction of

the complex infrastructure.
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Figure 2 - Cloud Computing - en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloud_computing

You also can use cloud services to host your Joomla installation. More and more hosting companies
start to offer a Joomla installation in the cloud.

In the main, I think cloud computing is useful to have an “easy to maintain” content base. You just
have to ensure that it’s possible to export your content in an easy way, in case you want to change your
cloud computing provider.
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10. Common tasks

This 1s a short book and the idea behind it was to tell you in 10 steps how to deal with Joomla 3.
I hope, while reading it, you became more familiar with Joomla 3.
Nevertheless, I could add many more chapters for this book to explain all the details and nice little

features Joomla is offering you.

You can build everything with Joomla! Have a look at the extension directory?® and enhance your
Joomla website with the feature you need.

However, I just want to mention a few very necessary extensions:

SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION

The following listed three options for search engine optimization are covered in Joomla core:
« Joomla core comes with SEO options (System — Global Configuration — Site - SEO Settings).

* You can set meta description for the whole site and for each article. A meta description is the brief
summary of the content behind an URL that appears after performing an online search query. Even
though it is not longer considered to be of key importance for search engine rankings, it influences the
click-through rate of the link to your site in search results (i.e. whether or not users will actually feel feel
like clicking on the link). Meta descriptions shouldn't be longer than 160 characters (Article — Meta Data

Options tab).

« the redirect component (Components — Redirect)
Redirecting users from your old or non-existing pages, documents and other website assets to the new
ones can be done in 3 easy steps using Joomla’s native redirect component. It is user-friendly, has zero
learning curve, and, most importantly, every time a visitor tries to access a non-existing page, the
component stores its URL, or, 1f it has already been stored, starts counting attempts to access the page.
You can then swiftly fix the problem by adding a new url to redirect future visitors to a page that works.

UPDATE

Joomla has an automatic update system. You just have to look in Extensions — Extension Manager
— Update. Click the Find Updates button and install them with a mouse click

BACKUP AND RESTORE

28 http://extensions.joomla.org/
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You learn the importance of backing your data up if your computer or your web-server fails and you
face rebuilding of your site from scratch. Depending on the severity of paranoia you suffer from, you
might like to choose one of the following solutions:

* Your provider offers a backup and restore solution and you trust it
« Install a third party component like Akeeba backup?
« Use your own backup solution
RESSOURCES
You want to know more about Joomla?
Then this book was just a beginning for you ;-)

I hope, you enjoyed reading it. My intention was to guide you through the basics of Joomla! 3. If you
want to acquire a more profound knowledge of the subject, read

« Joomla 2.5 - Beginner’s Guide *
« Joomla! Development - Beginner’s Guide®!
+ Going Mobile with Joomla3?

All books are available in several languages as a free PDF.
Want to learn more about Joomla? Want to get in touch with Joomla! community? Here are some
websites you might like to visit:

Community
Joomla! is backed by a worldwide community. If you like this idea, come and join us!

Become a member of http://communityjoomla.org/
Read the community magazine at http://magazine joomla.org/.

Maybe there is a Joomla! user group near you to join http://community.joomla.org/user-

groups.html
If not, start one yourself!

Twitter: http://twitter.com/joomla

29 http://www.akeebabackup.com/

30 http://cocoate.com/node/10419

31 http://cocoate.com/node/10106

32 http://cocoate.com/node/10604
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Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/joomla
Flickr: http://wwwflickr.com/groups/joomla/

Documentation
http://docs.joomla.org/

Security Checklist
http://docsjoomla.org/Security_Checklist 1 - Getting Started

Joomla! Templates
There 1s no central directory for free templates.
There is no central directory for commercial templates.

Anyway, there are a lot of template clubs and professionals that provide Joomla! templates. Just
search the web and you will for sure find something that suits you.

FEuvents

Joomla! is known for its Joomla! days.
A Joomla! day is a one- or two-day event organized by and for the community. A list of Joomla! days
can be found here -_http://communityjoomla.org/events.html

There is an international Joomla! conference in Europe called J and Beyond. Go to http://
jandbeyond.org/ for more information.

From November 16-18, 2012, the first Joomla world conference?®? takes place in San Jose, USA

‘T he Future

The community plans a six month release cycle, based on the ideas people post in the Joomla! idea
pool**

The next long term release will be Joomla! 3.5 1n 201372014

The Joomla! developer network is always looking for people like you :-)%

Traiming and Commercial Support
http://resources.joomla.org/directory/support-services/training.html

33 http://conference.joomla.org/

3% http://ideasjoomla.org/forums/84261-joomla-idea-pool

35 http://developerjoomla.org/
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http://resources.joomla.org/
http://cocoate.com

Wednesday, 26 September 2012 Page 85


http://resources.joomla.org/
http://resources.joomla.org/
http://cocoate.com/
http://cocoate.com/

Joomla! 3 in 10 Easy Steps

More books from cocoate

Going Mobile with Joomla!

http://cocoate.com/publications
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CcOCoate

www.cocoate.com

cocoate.com is the publisher of this book and an independent management consultancy, based in

France and working internationally.

Specialized in three areas — Consulting, Coaching and Teaching — cocoate.com develops web based
strategies for process and project management and public relations; provides customized trainings for
open source content management systems Drupal, Joomla and WordPress, in the area of management
and leadership skills and develops educational projects with the focus on non-formal learning;

The European educational projects focus on the promotion of lifelong learning with the goal of
social integration. Particular emphasis 1s placed on learning methods in order to learn how to learn, the
conception and realization of cross-generational learning strategies and local community development.

http://cocoate.com
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Spend your holidays in Southern France

We were captive to the charme of this old French village from the beginning and that's why we live
and work in Fitou. We restored an old village house into holiday apartments because we like to host
guests and share with them our love for this region.

Fitou 1s situated in the South of France, between Perpignan and Narbonne and is a typical French
wine village having guarded the distinctive architectural village houses. The region around Fitou is
known for its wine and is as diverse as it can be, situated not too far from the Pyrenees (one hour drive)
and Spain. The Mediterranean climate allows you to enjoy the freshness of the Mediterranean sea at
one of the beautiful beaches enclosing the Etang from March until October, as Languedoc-Roussillon is

the sunniest area in France. The country of Cathar offers not only old castles and abbeys but also the
historical Canal du Midi.

Our apartments can be rented during the whole year. The apartments are part of an old traditional
stone house in the heart of Fitou. They have been carefully restored and modernized, respecting
architectural aspects and conforming to the neighboring houses. Feel free to discover our apartments and

the region surrounding them!

http://fimidi.com
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